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An Interfaith Forum 
on the 

Ethics of Torture 
& Human Rights

Wednesday, 
July 23, 2008

9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Portland
7:30 to 9 p.m., Eugene

Thursday, 
July 24, 2008

12 to 1:30 p.m., Bend

Why Torture Matters
The United Nations Convention Against Torture 
was signed by Ronald Reagan in 1988 and 
ratified by the US Senate in 1992. However 
since the 9/11 attacks, the CIA and U.S. 
military personnel have engaged in torture and 
other cruel or degrading treatment of detainees 
held in Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo Bay and 
elsewhere, often with encouragement from the 
highest levels of the U.S. government. 

This conference considers diverse religious and 
secular perspectives on Torture and Human 
Rights.  

What is torture?  • 

Why do most religions find the use of • 
torture to be morally repugnant? 

Are there special situations that justify the • 
use of torture?  

The conference also seeks to place the issue 
of torture within the context of international 
human rights theory and law. 

Can universal human rights be grounded in • 
multiple faith traditions?  

What institutions exist to enforce human • 
rights?

What actions can we take to end the use of • 
torture and to support international human 
rights treaties?   

 



____________________________________________
Name(s)

____________________________________________
Name(s)

____________________________________________
Address

____________________________________________
City/State/ZIP

____________________________________________
Phone

____________________________________________
E-mail

____________________________________________
Church/Organization Affiliation

Quantity        Price

_____ Portland Interfaith Forum     $15
      (includes lunch) 
_____ Eugene Presentation                 No charge  

_____ Bend Presentation (includes lunch)       $10

       Total ________

Method of Payment

� Check (payable to EMO)   � MasterCard

� Visa � American Express

____________________________________________
Name on card

_______________________________   ___________
Credit Card No.                Exp. Date

Mail Registration Form to:

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
0245 SW Bancroft, Suite B

Portland, OR 97239
emo@emoregon.org � www.emoregon.org

Phone (503) 221-1054 � Fax (503) 223-7007

Keynote Speaker
� George Hunsinger, PhD, 
is founder of the National 
Religious Campaign 
Against Torture and 
Hazel Thompson McCord 
professor of Systematic 
Theology at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 
He earned his Ph.D. from 
Yale University and is an 
ordained Presbyterian 
minister. Dr. Hunsinger is 
author of Torture Is a Moral 
Issue: Christians, Jews, 
Muslims and People of 
Conscience Speak.

“Let us be clear that torture is not just one issue among 
others. It is a profound assault on the dignity of the 
human person as created by God. I am convinced that 
nothing less than the soul of our nation is at stake in the 
debate around how we treat those in our custody. It is 
time for religious people and all people of conscience to 
break through the barrier of silence. What does it profit 
a country to gain the whole world but lose its soul?”

Dr. George Hunsinger

Agenda for Portland
� Presentation by Richard Amesbury, 

associate professor of Ethics, associate professor 
of Religion, Claremont Graduate University: Are 
Human Rights Universal? Can They Be Grounded in 
Multiple Faith Perspectives? 

� Panel Discussion: The Status of International 
Prohibitions on Torture and Cruel and Inhumane 
Treatment and Other Human Rights Today  

• Dr. J. David Kenzie, director, Oregon Torture 
Treatment Center

• Steven T. Wax, chief defender, Federal Public 
Defender’s Office, District of Oregon

• Alison Brysk, Ph.D., professor of Political 
Science at UC Irvine, author, editor and activist for 
international human rights

• Travis T. Hall, associate attorney, Bateman 
Seidel, and served as an Army captain in the Judge 
Advocate General (JAG) in Germany and Iraq

� Presentation by Keynote Speaker    
George Hunsinger, PhD, “A Battle for the Soul 
of Our Nation: Why Torture Matters”

� Panel Discussion: Three Interfaith Perspectives 
on Torture and Human Rights

Agenda for Eugene & Bend
� Presentation by George Hunsinger, PhD,          

“A Battle for the Soul of Our Nation: Why Torture 
Matters”

Locations, Dates & Times
� Portland—Interfaith Forum on Wednesday, July 23, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
1624 NE Hancock Street. Fee: $15, includes lunch.

� Eugene—Lecture by George Hunsinger on 
Wednesday, July 23, 7:30 to 9 p.m., at Central 
Presbyterian Church, 555 E. 15th Avenue. No fee, but 
please fill out and send attached registration form.

� Bend—Lecture by George Hunsinger on Thursday, 
July 24, 12 to 1:30 p.m., at Nativity Lutheran Church, 
60850 Brosterhous Road. Fee: $10, includes lunch.

Sponsored by
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon � Amnesty 
International � Jewish Federation of Greater Portland 
� Muslim Educational Trust � National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture � Oregon Area Jewish 
Committee � Willamette University Center for 
Religion, Law, and Democracy


