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Dear Senator:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Iraq war. From prior to the beginning of
the war in 2003, Christian communions and interfaith organizations have opposed pre-
emptive military action in Iraq. Faith leaders in Oregon have expressed grave concerns that
the use of military force would contribute to further violence and the victimization of
innocent people in Iraq who had already suffered more than two decades of war and
economic deprivation. The daily loss of Iraqi lives, especially children, along with the rising
death count among U.S. and coalition military forces has created an untenable situation.
Our faith calls us to speak out against the violence.

In Oregon, religious communities have issued statements opposing this war both prior to the
invasion and as the conflict has continued. Our local religious leadership, along with their
national bishops and executive counterparts, lament the continued warfare.

We concur with the comments of Bishop Thomas Wenski, Chairman of the Committee on
International Policy for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. In January 2006 he called
for a “serious and civil” dialogue that leads to “a responsible transition” in Iraq:

“Our Bishops’ Conference repeatedly expressed grave moral concerns about the military
intervention in Iraq and the unpredictable and uncontrollable negative consequences of an
invasion and occupation...At the same time, our nation cannot just look back. The
intervention in Iraq has brought with it a new set of moral responsibilities to help Iraqis
secure and rebuild their country...Our nation cannot afford a shrill and shallow debate that
distorts reality and reduces the options to ‘cut and run’ versus ‘stay the course’...an honest
assessment of our moral responsibilities toward Iraq should commit our nation to a policy of
responsible transition...”



We urge you and our congressional delegation to call upon President Bush and the United States
government to commit to the following actions to ensure this “responsible transition:”

1) A transfer of real sovereignty to the Iraqi people. This requires the gradual withdrawal of
American troops, with a transfer of interim control to the United Nations or another
international body until an adequate level of security is achieved and the people of Iraq can
maintain the rule of law.

2) Provision by the United States of funds for economic and humanitarian aid to Iraq to help
create reasonable levels of employment and economic opportunity for all, including support for
the refugees and asylum seekers fleeing dire situations in Iraq.

3) Support for the development of political structures to advance stability, broad political
participation, respect for religious freedom, and basic human rights for all Iraqi people.

4) Our government, in its efforts to maintain security at home and abroad, should guard against

the excessive use of military force. We must acknowledge that terrorism cannot be fought solely
with military methods, but also by serious diplomatic efforts and by confronting the dire effects
that poverty wields in creating hopelessness in the lives of people throughout the world.

By implementing these actions, peace is possible in Iraq. We hope that you take these
considerations into account carefully as you engage in debate, consider legislation for possible
withdrawal of our forces in Iraq, and vote on funding for the continuing occupation and
reconstruction.

Thank you very much for your thoughtful consideration.

In peace,

David Leslie
Executive Director
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
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