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Chair Rosenbaum and Members of the Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify. For the
record, I am Jan Elfers, the Peace Programs Director for Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, a
statewide association made up of 17 Christian denominations, and numerous congregations, social
ministries, and inter-religious organizations.

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and its member religious bodies have been on record against the war in Iraq
since before it began and have made this public through press conferences, pastoral letters and dialogue study
consultations. Our support of efforts to stop military intervention in Iraq was based on the fact that such a
pre-emptive strike would place the lives of US citizens and troops in jeopardy, would create a humanitarian
crisis and do so at an incalculable cost. At a time when state and local government budgets are being cut, this
expense is especially difficult.

Throughout the nearly four year conflict we have continued our outreach efforts by sponsoring prayer vigils
and worship services to support the end of this war, to encourage the families who have husbands, wives, sons
and daughters serving in Iraq, and to stand with those who have lost loved ones in this conflict. Now we stand
at a crossroad. Some in our communities are to be called once again to make painful sacrifices. These heavily
burdened military families: mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, sons and daughters who have already given so
much—will be deployed to Iraq, many for the second or third time.

EMO’s objections to this war and to a proposed surge in troop numbers continue to be based on the tragic
loss of each human life—the 3,155 U.S. military, 50 of which are from the state of Oregon, the hundreds of
U.S. civilians and the countless Iraqi civilians, whose death estimates range from tens of thousands by the
Department of Defense to 655,000 cited in a recent Johns Hopkins study. In addition, the inordinate
monetary costs continue to mount. More than $369 billion has already been appropriated by Congress to
fund military operations and reconstruction, and almost $3 billion has been spent by Oregonians to date on
the war. These dollars could more wisely be spent to fund the social services that our country and state so
desperately lack—education, health care, housing and nutritional needs that benefit the common good and
serve to build peaceful, prosperous societies.

As an organization that represents a statewide faith community of congregations and inter-religious
organizations, EMO recognizes our interdependence with one another. Our responsibilities to society are
grounded in the mandate found in the gospel of Matthew, chapter 25, where Jesus reminds us that, “As you
did to the least of these brethren, you did it to me.” We lift up our commitment to address the challenges we
face in our world first of all through diplomacy and by acknowledging the ways in which poverty and its
components serve to create hopelessness in the lives of people throughout our world. The prophet Isaiah
declares in words that continue to ring true today, “And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
>
more.

On behalf of Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and the 17 denominations, congregations and organizations
we represent, we urge the House to pass House Joint Memorial 9 which urges the President of the United
States not to increase the numbers of troops in Iraq.
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