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Facts for Oregon
Population (in millions): 3.55
Hunger and Poverty are persistent problems in Oregon

· About 11.7% of people in Oregon live in poverty (compared to 12.5% nationwide). U.S. Census Bureau, 2003 data

· About 12.9% of households in Oregon are hungry or at risk of hunger (compared to 11.2% nationwide). USDA, average of 2001-03     

· At least one hungry person lives in 4.3% of households in Oregon (compared to 3.5% nationwide). USDA, average of 2001-03    

“The fastest, most direct way to reduce hunger is to improve and expand the national nutrition programs so they can provide people at risk of hunger with the resources they need to buy food for an adequate diet.” 

– The Blueprint to End Hunger
National Nutrition Program Usage in Oregon

· The average monthly Food Stamp benefit per person in Oregon is $79.70. USDA, 2003 data

·  In Oregon, 164,884 children receive free or reduced price lunches through the School Lunch program. FRAC, 2002-2003 school year data

· Only 115,617 children total participate in the School Breakfast program in Oregon. USDA, 2003 data

· Only 10,021 children total participate in the Summer Food Service program in Oregon. USDA, 2003 data

· In Oregon, 96,457 women, infants, and children receive WIC benefits. USDA, 2003 data

In 2001 (the year for which the most recent state level data are available), 84% of eligible people in Oregon participated in the Food Stamp program (compared to 60% nationwide). USDA
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