UNITED METHODIST PRINCIPLES 

ON COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM
GENERAL BOARD OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY
The United Methodist Church is advocating for comprehensive immigration reform that must:

1) Provide a Path to Citizenship: Opportunities with minimal obstacles should be provided for those who want to settle in the United States and become eligible for permanent residence and citizenship.

2) Protect Workers: The nation needs a worker visa program that adequately protects the wages and working conditions of U.S. and immigrant workers and provides a path to permanent status. Wider legal channels are necessary so that workers can be admitted legally, which will also greatly lessen the exploitation and trafficking in persons across the border.

3) Reunite Families: One of the driving factors of immigration, as well as America’s most cherished values is family unity. Those waiting in line should have their admission expedited, and those admitted on work visas should be able to keep their nuclear families intact.
4) Restore the Rule of Law and Enhance Security: Enforcement only works when the law is realistic and enforceable.  This can best be achieved by a comprehensive overhaul that combines reform – a path to permanent status for immigrants here and wider legal channels for those coming in the future – with effective enforcement. A smart enforcement regime should include smart inspections and screening practices, fair proceedings, efficient processing, as well as strategies that crack down on criminal smugglers, get tough with lawbreaking employers, and reduce illegality. 
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